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President 

Dick Baber

322-8074

                     Board Members
V. Pres., Pres. Elect
Gary Guttau

487-3248

2007-2009

2008-2010
Secretary

Dale Willenborg

366-6815

John Klein

Judy Guttau
Treasurer

Jeff Jorgensen

487-3355

Bob Hibbard

John Schmitt
Past President

Dale Willenborg

366-6815
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Report of Recent Club Meeting
   President Richard Baber opened the Optimist Club meeting on March 21 and Dee Guttau gave the opening prayer.  There were 21 members and two guests present.  Gary Funkhouser won the 50/50 drawing and Arlyn Norris won the attendance drawing.
   Steve Irvin contributed to the Youth Fund because he has a new granddaughter.  Gary Funkhouser contributed because of the great proficiency scores achieved by Treynor students.  Richard Vorthmann contributed because a grandson competed in a math contest and Gary Guttau contributed in recognition of his grandson.
   The next can sorting will be this Wednesday, March 25 at 5:30 p.m.  May will mark ten years for the can kennel.
   Note that there is a change in the program next week.  Bob Vander Plaats rescheduled for April 11.  This Saturday CSM (R) Mark H. Tompkins from the 5th Calvary Historical Society will be the speaker.
Chinook and Nimbus
   Chinook and Nimbus and their handler visited the Optimist Club this week.  Chinook is a screech owl and nimbus is a barn owl.  They were unfamiliar with the surroundings and left the speaking part of the program to Kristie Horn from Raptor Recovery Nebraska, Inc.
   Kristie has been with Raptor recovery since 2002.  She does not keep birds at her house, but Denise Lewis, the head of the program does.  Raptor Recovery works with birds of prey, like hawks, owls, falcons, and eagles.  They have a 50% release rate for recovering birds.  Others are used for programs at schools and other organizations.  Those birds that will be released are not used for programs because they must not become too familiar with humans.

   Chinook is a male screech owl.  He is about four years old and weighs about ¼ pound.  As with most owls, the males are smaller than the females.  Chinook was from a nest in a tree that was cut down.  He has learned that food comes from humans, so he cannot be released.  Raptor Recovery takes young birds like him and puts them with a foster mom bird so they learn to fend for themselves and fear humans.

   Owls have fixed eyes, so they have to turn their head side to side to see to one side.  They also have a silent flight, so you do not hear their wings when they fly.  Most owls stay near the area where they are born, so Raptor Recovery returns them near the area where they came from.

   Nimbus is a male barn owl.  He was raised in captivity, so he cannot be released.  As with other owls, the round features on his face help direct sound to his small ears.  Owls normally live ten years in captivity, but can live 20 years.

   Kristie did a lot of primitive camping with her family when she was young.  She worked at a wildlife clinic when she lived elsewhere.  The clinic had a hospital and did surgery on wild animals.  Now she works at Fontenelle Forest, Gifford Farms, and Omaha Steaks.
   For more information about Raptor Recovery Nebraska, see their website at http://www.raptorrecoverynebr.org/.  Select the Education link for information about other birds in their education program.  Additional pictures of Chinook and Nimbus are available at treynoroptimist.org.
CALENDAR
The March Can Kennel contributions will be for the Jr. Optimist Octagon Club.  Total collections are $69,012 through January 2009.
Mar 25, Wed, 5:30 p.m. – Can Kennel sorting
Birthdays

Mar 2 – Ward Chambers
Mar 11 – Kenneth Graham
Mar 20 – Jon Jacobsen 

Anniversaries
Mar 4 – Gene Seran
Mar 8 – Keith Denton (recognized)
Mar 15 – Dick Baber (recognized)
Mar 15 – Jeff Nelson

Speakers

Mar 28 – CMS(R) Mark H. Tompkins, 5th Cavalry Historical Society
April 4 – 

April 11 – Bob Vander Plaats, candidate for Governor in 2010
Programs
April – Dale Willenborg

May – Richard Vorthmann
PS:  

Dale Willenborg, Editor, 14186 230th Street, Council Bluffs, IA 51503   712-366-6815   dalewill1@juno.com
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